From the Editor’s Desk. 
 

Our first edition of the Gender & HIV/AIDS Watch newsletter focuses on gender violence in Nigerian schools and homes. We hope to share information with our readers about the prevalence of gender violence and its effect on the spread of HIV/AIDS, as well as highlight effective strategies to tackle the problem. Also included in this edition are important recent headlines involving gender-based violence in Nigeria. 

Gender-based school violence takes many forms, including verbal abuse, sexual harassment, aggressive touching, intimidation, and assault. Critical studies on the prevalence of gender violence in schools show that the abuse of girls is widespread. 
For example, a 2006 survey in Nigeria show that 27% of school girls in Ondo State stated their teachers had pressure them for sex, 25% stated they know at least one teacher having an affair with a school girl, and 79% stated they were sexually harassed by male classmates. 

Gender based violence in schools harms girls’ ability to pursue their studies, breeds inequality that lasts a lifetime, and also increases the risk of HIV/AIDS.  Nigeria now has the largest number of people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa, with approximately 3.24 million people living with HIV/AIDS. Young people between the ages of 15-29years -- 40 percent of the Nigerian population – are most affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Education is an important tool in the fight against HIV/AIDS, and it is critical that our schools be a safe space for learning for both boys and girls.  When Teachings on HIV/AIDS prevention are undermined when the school is a hostile environment; when curriculum teaches one thing and the school atmosphere models the opposite, everyone is at risk. 

In addition to spreading awareness of gender based violence, ACAHD is confronting the problem head on. Our work in this area has include; Over 700 people have been trained and provided counseling care to abused women and children. ACAHD has reached out through counseling, support and outreach services to over 7,000 clients.  In 2006/2007 ACAHD successfully coordinated the release of 720 prisoners across western part of Nigeria and offer free legal services to 400 women whose human rights were violated, this is an ongoing project. We have helped documented and investigated series of human rights abuses of women which has helped in shaping policy of National and State Legislative chambers in Nigeria. Our peace project on enhancing the skills of Traditional Rulers and Women Leaders in the Communities of Nigeria in Conflict Settlement is on-going. Also, we have published many books and articles.
Thank you for reading.  With your help, we can help to make schools and homes into safer spaces for girls, helping to ensure their healthy and bright futures. 

Odunuga Tinam
  Editor 

 
 GENDER VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS  

While most schools are welcoming to children, some schools fail to provide the necessary protection for children to flourish and infact, and in fact may expose young people and especially girls to violence. School culture can contribute to gender violence. Often gender stereotypes and inequalities abound in the classroom, where different behaviors and roles are expected from girls and boys.  

Gender based violence takes many forms, sexual harassment, aggressive or unsolicited sexual advances, touching, intimidation, verbal abuse or sexual assaults. These are explicit forms of gender violence that can permeate school environments. Schools that are unsafe or that promote gender disparity breeds inequality that lasts a lifetime. HIV/AIDS prevention education is undermined in these hostile environments, because the curriculum teaches one thing and the atmosphere models the opposite. 

It is important to note that technology is changing the face of gender violence in schools. Cyber-bullying is now a hidden form of social cruelty among adolescents. Cyberspace can magnify the harmful psychological effects of bullying among classmates as it provides an infinite audience to prey on victims through on-line harassment and abuse and its anonymity protects the perpetrators. This can be carried out through text message or video filming on cell phones, on-line chat rooms, web logs and websites. Cyber-violence involves substantial sexual harassment usually on females. 

It has also been confirmed that child exploiters also use cyber space to network child for sex tourism and trafficking. The fear of unknown perpetrators among classmates and harassment that continues at school can be psychologically devastating for victims and detrimental to all students by distracting from their school work. 

BREAKING THE SILENCE OF HIV/AIDS & GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS & AT HOME. 

Physical, sexual and emotional abuse of girls of school age is often perpetrated by known people and usually occurs in their homes and schools. There are frequent reports in the media of male teachers sexually assaulting their female students. Girls are often reluctant to report the attacks to their parents and social pressure often prevent them from going to authorities. Schools cannot be safe spaces for children, especially girls, until gender-based violence is addressed. The presence of gender-based violence in schools creates an atmosphere conducive to sexual harassment, and also increases vulnerability to HIV/AIDS. Gender violence in school is as much an issue for teachers as it is for students. In countries where the education system is hierarchical and dogmatic, children’s rights are often overlooked within dominant teaching methods and the classroom dynamic. 

A time and space for teenagers talk about relationships and sexual activity should be introduced in schools’ extra curricular activities. Ideally, there should be a small group discussion and back up materials for teacher and facilitators, where topics include physical and emotional changes in adolescence, relationships with parents, peer and members of opposite sex, social and economic pressure to have sex, gender roles, unwanted pregnancy, and STIs, including HIV/AIDS. 

An activity involving teachers with youth, working on their own in small mixed gender groups, should be introduced in schools.  One idea for structuring such an activity would include:
· Students first reading a letter and discussing the problem through guided questioning;
· A response by the facilitator, with advice and suggestions; 
· Follow-up activities to examine how the issue affects their lives and what can be done about it.
 

Activities could include role-playing, drama, quizzes, research projects, and creative expressions through song and story. Activities should encourage critical thinking and reflection to help young people assess risks and options, and also to increase their confidence and ability to communicate, negotiate, plan and strategize. 

Behind this approach lies the assumption that gender relations play a key role in vulnerability to HIV infection.  By working towards achieving gender balance, we can prevent the spread of the epidemic.
COMBATING GENDER VIOLENCE THROUGH THE MEDIA
The media must be encouraged to break its silence on gender violence. The media can serve as a potent tool to inform and educate people about gender violence and HIV/AIDS. There are cultures and customs that encourage gender violence, but the media can help to sensitize communities on the harm caused by gender violence. 
 

While new technologies may open up new dangers of sexual abuse and bullying of children, they can also be a force for good in combating gender violence. A unique aspect of the Internet is its participatory and interactive structure.  Websites could therefore be used to create spaces for anyone within the school and the wider community to contribute stories, ideas and perspectives about bullying, violence and power relationships in school. 

      We propose that a website be created to: 
· Provide a nationwide resource of approaches to minimize bullying harassment and violence in schools.
· Develop a framework for sharing school community solutions that works.
· Use technology and networks to make this information accessible to all school communities.
· Make sure that all students can learn in a safe and supportive school environment.
 

The initiative recognizes that schools can be among the safest place for children to learn and develop, but are often impeded by discriminatory power relationships that are played out in bullying, harassment and violence. Gender is an important dimension of such violence. The website should act as a forum for sharing ideas, stories, innovations and reflections about bullying and gender violence. 
 
 

In the News: Stories From Around Nigeria 
 
 

Man Rapes 8-Year Old Girl
A trader at balogun market in Lagos, Nigeria, Trade Fair International Complex has been arraigned before the magistrate’s Court, for allegedly raping his neighbor’s eight –year old daughter. The trader Ikechukwu Ephraim, who lives at 9, Olufowobi Street, Lawanson, Lagos, was said to have been having carnal knowledge of Amaka Ofuokwu before it was discovered by her mother. 

Narrating the incident to P.M.News, the mother of the girl said for sometime, she had noticed that each time she was bathing the victim and tried to wash her private part, she would be in severe pains. Perhaps for fear of being beaten, the girl refused to tell her mother what happened to her. “On this particular day, I noticed some stains of blood on her vagina and it occurred to me that someone might have been abusing her sexually. I threatened her and she opened up,” the bewildered mother narrated. 

The little girl said that it was brother Ikechukwu who had been having carnal knowledge of her. The girl said that she used watch films in the room of the accused, who lives with his sister. She added that whenever the sister was not around, the accused would grab her after locking the door, remove her pants, and have sex with her. Asked why she did not tell her mummy, she said that brother I.K., as the accused was popularly called, warned her not to tell anyone. 

Following the incident, the mother took the girl to the hospital where it was discovered by the doctor that she had been infected. When the father of the girl returned, he was told what happened and he reported the matter to the police. The police after investigation charged the matter to court. The accused pleaded not guilty to the charge and was granted bail in the sum of N80, 000 and two securities who must be verified by the court. The matter was adjourned to 30 June, 2008. 

From P.M.News Page 3 (29 April 2008)
 

Julie Enoma: A Widow's Agony 
By: Reuben Abati  

Julie Enoma is the widow of the former Commissioner of Information in Edo state, Calus Enoma, who died recently under mysterious circumstances in a hotel in Benin City. He was buried two days ago amidst controversy: controversy relating to the status of his widow and the relationship between her and her husband's relations. Mrs. Julie Enoma's plight as disclosed publicly by the Edo state Commissioner for Justice and Attorney General, Omoniyi Omonuwa, (SAN) draws fresh attention to the plight of widows in many of our communities, the human rights of women and the continuing crisis of gender inequality and inequity, in the face of which women are treated generally as "beasts of burden", and as "second class citizens." 
At the lying-in-state ceremony for the deceased, Omonuwa (SAN) was said to have accused the Enoma family of maltreating Mrs. Julie Enoma. In reports by The Guardian, The Nation and The Punch newspapers, yesterday, we were informed that Omonuwa complained about how the Enomas had driven away Julie Enoma and taken immediate possession of the properties of the deceased. 
"It's a shame to us in this state", Omonuwa declared, as he went on to accuse the family of grabbing all the property of the late commissioner and forced the widow out of their home. "That's the only wife he had. The family members have taken his Mercedes Benz and the Sport Utility Van (Jeep) and they are driving them all over the place. Why can't we gather his property and build his home for him?" The reports further stated that the father of the late Commissioner was also not too happy that his son had refused to take a new wife; instead he insisted on staying with Julie, who had no child for him, the only daughter now surviving him was born out of wedlock before he married Julie. 
Thus Julie Enoma, the widow, is being treated as a victim by her husband's family for four reasons, one, they do not think that she is entitled to inherit her husband's estate, two, they are angry with her because she had no child for the deceased, and "would not allow him to take a new wife"; three, there is something about discrimination against women and the girl-child here, although the deceased had a daughter, family relations did not spare a thought for her welfare and rights, and four, "The Guardian learnt that by the tradition of Enoma's community, a woman who did not have any a child particularly a male child is not entitled to the inheritance of her husband." 
What was the response of family members to Omonuwa's protest? The Guardian reports: "Omonuwa's outbursts were greeted by deep murmurs from members of the family who were seated among the crowd." When contacted, a family member simply said: "This is a family affair and not for the public. That's all I can tell you." 
a matter of great public interest. Nigerian women have made great strides since the days of Emotan, Efunsetan Aniwura, Queen Amina, and their more contemporary successors from Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, to the present generation who have shown that ability is not gender-determined, heroism is not a function of sex, and that Nigerian women are not mere statistics on the population chart (49%?) but invaluable human resources that can contribute meaningfully to the development process at home and abroad. But in spite of this, discrimination against women continues in both physical and structural forms. Women empowerment is still treated with suspicion by the Nigerian male, as well as the social system, and no matter how highly placed or successful a woman may be, men are more likely to relate to her as someone's daughter, or wife, or girlfriend or mistress, in other words as chattel belonging to a man. Women themselves, regardless of their level of education, promote and affirm existing biases against women. However, whatever successes that may have been achieved can be easily found in the areas of education, economic power, and the relatively increased representation of women in public life. But this success is gravely circumscribed, rendered almost ineffectual, by the resilience of traditions and customs that are entirely patriarchal in orientation, obnoxious, and chauvinistic in application. Widows have been remarkable victims. Julie Enoma's story is not peculiar; it is the latest that we know in a long catalogue of agonies and widows. 
In many of our traditional communities, a widow is treated as a non-person. Traditions and customs have no respect for her level of education, or economic status; if she should as much as resist the husband's relations who would suddenly begin to treat her as a stranger, she would be accused of witchcraft and definitely of having had a hand in the death of their brother. The scope and nature of widowhood practices vary from one community to the other, but for the most part, a widow is held in great suspicion, particularly if her husband died young. Calus Enoma was 42. Among the Edo, and other groups across Nigeria, it is not unusual for the widow to be asked to swear an oath that she did not cause her husband's death. 
She will be required to attest that she has not been unfaithful, that she is not a member of a flesh-eating witchcraft society, and that she did not poison her husband. Mere oath-taking is not enough though, she may be forced to drink a cupful of the water used to wash the corpse. Other humiliating widowhood practices include asking the woman to sleep on the floor for some days; in some communities, she will be required to eat only with her left hand and it must remain unwashed, wear dark clothes, stay indoors for as long as three months or one year, shave her hair. The underlying belief is that men do not die naturally; there must be a reason for their death, and the wife must demonstrate her innocence by submitting herself to all kinds of rituals, and by demonstrating grief. Usually, the widow has no voice, and nearly no choice in the matter. Nowhere in the various newspaper reports was Julie Enoma quoted. Her husband's relations would not expect her to talk to the press. Only God knows what they have subjected her to, in the name of tradition. 
Widowhood can be a dreadful experience for women, and Julie Enoma's story surely provides graphic illustration. Her in-laws had to bring up the point that she did not have a child for their relation. Among Africans generally, child bearing is the sole purpose of marriage. A woman without a child is treated by the in-laws as if she had just been wasting the time of the family and her husband's money. The Enomas responded typically by insisting that the late Calus Enoma should take a "new wife". He refused and even in death they are still angry with him. Traditionally, a wife does not belong to her husband but to the family; her main assignment is to help extend the family line. That is why at all weddings around here, there is a fixation with the next nine months, when there will be "a bouncing baby boy" to justify all the wedding ceremonies. 
Relations don't even allow couples to settle down. Within three months, they would all start looking at the newly married lady's tummy with undiplomatic curiosity. Family members are not interested in any such fiction called love. What they want is "the fruit of the womb": one of the most popular phrases in Nigerian families. The womb is a plant, it must bear fruits; if any woman's womb fails in this regard, her husband will be advised to take a "new wife" and abandon the barren pawpaw. If the man refuses as Calus Enoma did, it will be said that his wife "had given him something to eat." Nobody bothers to find out if the man had low sperm count, or any other medical condition. Women's reproductive health rights and women in family contexts are major issues in gender relations in Nigeria. Reproductive healthcare decisions are not left to couples alone, the extended family intervenes and could even determine the number of children that a woman is expected to have. Relations are always asking for twins, triplets, or a football team, even if not one of them will be kind enough to help pick up the bills. 
Widowhood inheritance is another area of contention. The Married Women's Property Act empowers a married woman to acquire property before or during marriage, but it does not grant her entitlements to property belonging to her husband even if she contributed to the acquisition. (cf. Section 69 of the Matrimonial Causes Act, and Statutes of Distribution, 1985).
But the more difficult issue is that in traditional communities, married women, under customary law, are regarded as property to be inherited by the family, or to be sent away upon the demise of the husband. It is for this reason that relations of a deceased man often take over his property even while his corpse is still in the morgue. In many families, the in-laws in situations such as this behave as if they are armed robbers without a conscience. The Enomas we are told have taken Calus Enoma's cars and are driving them all over town. Were they waiting for him to die? In some other families, everything will be carted away including cutlery, furniture and bed sheets. 
Then there will be a meeting to determine who among the male relations of the deceased would inherit the widow. This system of leviration is dying off in some communities on account of Christianity and may be education, but in many places, the tradition is as strong as ever. Julie Enoma must be a mild-mannered and quiet woman otherwise she could have taken on her in-laws and do serious battle with them. Some other women would fight and go to court. And in some instances, the customary laws and the Married Women's Property Act (1882) have been challenged by courageous widows. 
Relevant cases include Nezianya and Anor vs Okagbue & ors, Godfrey Nwaribe vs President & Registrar of Omuma District Court of Orlu, Nwanya vs. Nwanya and Augustine Mojekwu vs. Caroline Mojekwu. These cases as reported offer a broad and rich picture of the circumstances of widows and their children in relation to inheritance. Women empowerment groups, as well as human rights organizations should take a keen interest in the Julie Enoma case. She may need the support of the broader community to prove to the Enomas that the attempt to dehumanize a person is not necessarily a family affair and that questions can be raised. Justice Niki Tobi in the Mojekwu case had made the point that certain customs and traditions are "repugnant to natural justice, equity and good conscience". 
An interesting twist to the Julie Enoma story was revealed at the graveside, when one of her sisters-in-law, apparently it is not all the Enomas who have been grabbing cars and robbing the dead, disclosed that Mrs. Enoma had taken in before her husband's death. So, she would not be childless after all, and in a few months, she would justify her marriage to the late Calus Enoma. But will the family be satisfied? In matters of this nature, there can never be an end to the twists in the tale. It all depends. The relations can ask for a DNA test if they really want to be nasty. And the child had better be a boy. In many communities, only a boy is good enough. If the widow makes "the mistake" of giving birth to a girl-child, her husband's relations may in fact refuse to accept the child and if they do, they could point to a tradition that forbids daughters from inheriting property (Nezianya vs Okagbue). Calus Enuma had a daughter, but the young lady's uncles and aunties are not thinking of her right to inherit to her own father's estate. When women pre-decease their husbands and do so intestate, their husbands are not subjected to any form of indignity. The husband inherits everything belonging to the wife. When a man dies, intestate, or not, in-laws turn against the widow, they collect everything that her husband owned and where there are children involved, the poor woman is left to cater for the children all alone without any support whatsoever. And should the in-laws see her with any other man, even after the death of their relation, they would murmur and call her a prostitute. Some families are nastier than others. 
A few years ago, Professor Pat Utomi and others seeing the unfortunate situation of widows in Nigeria had to set up machinery for defending their rights. Such civil society groups can make a lot of difference. Calus Enoma's widow looks like she needs help right now. We must stand by her to stand up to her in-laws and insist on the inviolability of the UN Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) which Nigeria ratified in 1985, and Sections 33 to 44 of the 1999 Constitution. But she herself must be willing to assert herself. All too often, women in difficult circumstances are too willing to acquiesce, and play the victim; ironically the chief promoters of obnoxious traditional practices are women. 

Worsening spate of ritual killings
The chilling story of a four-year old girl. Timileyin Abiona, who was gruesomely murdered by ritualists in Ayetoro, Ogun State, is a reflection of a society that is fast becoming bestial. It also shows that despite the splashy press coverage and occasional police arrest and investigations of suspected murderers in the past, the obnoxious is still prevalent in the country. 
The poor girl was playing with her peers when the suspected murderers lured her to their room. As the Ogun State Police Command revealed, the girl’s captors strangulated and beheaded her and later dumped her torso in the bush. The police apprehended two of the three suspects.
Since 2002 when seven people were sentenced to death by hanging for the 1996 ritual killing of an 11-year old boy and for masterminding clandestine killing of many others in the infamous “Otokoto” saga, the police and the courts have only recorded a few other breakthroughs in the investigations and convictions of ritual murderers. In February 2005, an Ogwashi Uku High Court in Delta State convicted three people killing an albino infant boy for ritual purposes. But other highly publicized cases, including the Okija Shrines horror, where 50 mutilated bodies and 20 skulls were found in 2004, the Clifford Orji case in Lagos and the case of a popular soap manufacturer accused of using human parts for rituals in Ogun State, still remain in limbo.
But the story was not the same in the British Police handling of the killing of a boy found in the Thames River in July 2004. Named Boy Adam, the metropolitan Police painstakingly investigated the boy’s murder with the equipment that modern science could offer. 
The saddest part of the mindless business is that hundred of victims of ritual murder and human sacrifice only get mentioned as missing persons in the media. As some victims who managed to escape revealed, bus loads of innocent people are discharged on a daily basis to these vampires who hide in evil forests across the country, with the possible connivance of some law enforcement agents. This explains why most of the reported cases are not diligently investigated and the culprits brought to justice. Indeed, there is much speculation that both the wealthy elite and the poor ignorant peasants profit from the bloody trade. Mostly, victims are innocent school children, poor street hawkers and unsuspecting commuters. 
Despite the mushrooming of religious groups, it is tragic that a large number of Nigerians still believe in gaining power and making money through the murderous practice. Though ritual murder occurs elsewhere in the world, its prevalence in Nigeria is traceable in the nation’s fetish culture and shrinking economic opportunities to earn legitimate income. But while such heinous crimes provoke severe punishment in other societies, the nation’s criminal justice system is still lax, making it possible for ritualists and cultists to escape justice.After several feeble attempts to stamp out cultism in higher institutions, the inability to apply the full weight of the law on the suspects explains why murderous gangs still kill and maim on many campuses in the country. 
The primitive practice of ritual killing must be discouraged by firmly applying the relevant laws, while parents must be more security conscious, especially in monitoring their children and wards. Both the media and the civil society group need to step up their campaigns against ritual killings. The police and the judiciary should hold these criminals at bay. The Ogun State Police Command should not just stop at parading the suspected killers of Timileyin; it must ensure that the murderers are brought to justice in order to deter others. 
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